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NASA, nation salute fallen astronauts

Written by James Dean FLORIDA TODAY ]
Jan. 31 floridatoday.com

NASA Kennedy Space Center paid tribute to the crews of Apollo 1 and space shuttles Challenger and
Columbia, as well as other NASA colleagues, during the agency's Day of Remembrance Friday. ,
Kennedy Director Bob Cabana and Deputy Director Janet Petro laid a wreath at the Space Mirror
Memorial located in the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex. As the rain poured down, Christine Selby
Regan, under her umbrella, puts a flower in the fence.

List of the fallen

The Astronauts Memorial Foundation’s Space Mirror Memorial
honors 24 NASA and Department of Defense astronauts killed
in the line of duty.T-38 accidentsOct. 31, 1964 Theodore
FreemanFeb. 28, 1966 Charles Bassett [IFeb. 28, 1966 Elliot
See Jr.Oct. 5, 1967 Clifton Williams Jr.Apollo 1 fireJan. 27,
_ - 1967 Virgil “Gus” Grissom Edward White Roger ChaffeeX-15
Day of Remembrance accidentNov. 15, 1967 Michael AdamsF-104 accident Dec.
8, 1967 Robert Lawrence Jr.Challenger accidentJan. 28, 1986 Francis “Dick” Scobee Michael Smith
Judith Resnik Ellison Onizuka Ronald McNair Gregory Jarvis Christa McAuliffeAirline accident April 5,
1991 Manley “Sonny” Carter Jr.Columbia accidentFeb. 1, 2003 Rick Husband William McCool Michael
Anderson Kalpana Chawla David Brown Laurel Clark llan Ramon

We honor astronauts who “paid the ultimate sacrifice in our
quest to explore” by remembering their achievements, learning from mistakes that contributed to their
deaths and moving forward with new missions, Kennedy Space Center Director Bob Cabana said Friday.

“We’ve gotten better, and their sacrifice was definitely not in vain,” said Cabana, a four-time shuttle flier,
during a Day of Remembrance ceremony at the KSC Visitor Complex.

Sheltered by an umbrella, Cabana and Deputy Center Director Janet Petro laid a wreath of red, white and
blue magnolias, roses and hydrangeas in front of a dark, rain-streaked Space Mirror Memorial at 10:30
a.m., then bowed their heads in silence.

The names of 20 men and four women shined brightly from sections of the granite mirror as rain poured
down its face.

The names include members of NASA and Air Force astronaut programs, some killed in aircraft accidents
during training or other official business.

Best known are the three Apollo 1 crew members killed in January 1967 by a flash fire during a test on the
launch pad, and the seven-person crews of the shuttles Challenger and Columbia, lost in January 1986
and February 2003, respectively.

“Those are my friends up there on that wall,” Cabana said. “I know many of them very well, and they’re all
good people.”
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Center employees and some Visitor Complex guests placed colorful roses and carnations along a fence
bordering the mirror.

“We wanted to express our respect to the persons who are so brave and gave their lives,” said
67-year-old Ammelie Wagner, visiting with her husband from Germany. “That’s why we are here.”

“It's important we remember and we continue their dream,” added state Sen. Thad Altman, who heads the
Astronauts Memorial Foundation, which operates the mirror.

Elsewhere, NASA Administrator Charlie Bolden laid a wreath at Arlington National Cemetery, and industry
leaders and elected officials, including President Obama, offered tributes.

“Guided by their brave example, the United States will remain a nation of explorers, now and forever,”
Obama said in a statement.

Contact Dean at 321-242-3668 or jdean@floridatoday.com.
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